Gentlemen,?The treatment of a disease which, year by year, carries off a considerable portion of the population of these islands, and which seems to take a special delight in seeking out for its victims those who are in the very springtime of life, and who are eagerly pressing forward towards the goal of their ambition, cannot fail to be of the deepest interest to us.
And as every year brings in its train novel views with regard to its pathology and treatment, it seems well that we should from time to time review our position as to its management, and consult together as to the best methods to be pursued.
In introducing this subject we must be content with stating in a very general way the views which we are at present inclined to accept, in the hope that at some time during the session the subject may be discussed, and the opinions of the members of the Society fully elicited.
In the first place, then, we must make sure of our diagnosis: 
